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Subject:
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Topic(s):
Philosophy / Ethics / Theology

Independent Learning Task(s) to Complete:

INTRODUCTION TASK

A. Course Details: You are studying Religious Studies A Level. The exam
board is OCR and the main religion for Component 3 is Christianity.

A brief overview of the course is here:

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-
studies-h173-h573-from-2016/specification-at-a-glance/

You can look at the full specification here too

B. Create a folder for your Religious Studies lessons. use dividers to
create the following three main sections:

= Philosophy of Religion
= Religion and Ethics

= Developments in religious thought
[we call this DCT - Development of Christian Thought]



TASKS

1)

2)

3)

Listen to this TED Talk:

Tom Honey | Why would God create a tsunami? [TED Talk]

https://www.ted.com/talks/tom honey why would god create a tsunami

Task: Write a list of discussion points/ questions it raises. Choose (at least) one of your questions and draft
at least three possible answers. (300 — 500 words; typed or written on lined paper)

What is Philosophy and Ethics? (40 mins)

Go to the two links below:

What is Philosophy? Crash Course Philosophy #1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A CAkYt3GY
Epistemology: Introduction to Theory of Knowledge https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r Y3utleTPg
Task: Summarize the main ideas each video in no more than sentences. Make sure you include subheadings
in your notes.

In Religious Studies, you will be introduced to many scholars to support arguments you make in your essays.
For each one make notes on them as follows:

When were they alive?

What key books did they write?

What key issues they write about?

Are there any key quotes?

Do you find their work convincing?

v v v v Vv

Scholars List:

Task: You must complete this for 1-4 . You may then pick one more (from 5-9).
This needs to be one page of A4 typed or hand-written work per scholar.
St Augustine

St Thomas Aquinas

Aristotle

Plato

Richard Swinburne

Mary Daly

Joseph Fletcher

Jeremy Bentham

Immanuel Kant

WONOUHAEWNRE

Like all well-informed research, you heed to consider the location of the information you find. Some good
suggestions for research are:

Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy [plato.stanford.edu]

Philosophy Cat [https://www.philosophycat.org/]

The School of Life




4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Bonhoeffer — research his Lite story and what he did because of his faith.
Task: Create an A3 or A4 summary page in your own words using images and pictures to explain.

You have been given some textbook pages about Christianity. This information
is ready important for you to understand for when we come to challenge
Christianity.

Answer all the questions on the bottom of each page.

Then complete the philosophy and ethics parts too (all reading).

This will save you more work in Year 12 (this is at the back of the pack)

Task: Answer questions in full sentences; typed or on paper.

You will study theology as part of your A-level. For this, it is helpful to know the story of the person of
Jesus.

To help with this, we recommend reading one of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark (shortest!), Luke, John)
or watching The Miracle Maker film!

Optional Task: you may to create a timeline of Jesus' Life or print one off.

You need to research a company you are interested in or use a lot. For example; McDonalds, Apple etc.
What is their *CSR? You will find this on their website. (* Corporate Social Responsibility)

Task: Google any articles you can find where the company have gone against CSR and conclude: do
they meet their CSR or does it just sound goad on paper?

Research an example of WHISTLEBLOWING.

Good examples : Frances Haugen or Edward Snowden.

Task: Write down

= their name

—> the company / organisation

= Why they whistle-blew

= The impact of their whistle blowing (did anything happen to them? did it change anything?)

Create a collage of all the products and companies you use on a day to day basis; i.e. clothes, shoes,
cosmetics, car, typical foods, phone, shops you use etc.

Then Google:

= where those companies are based (country)

= where their products are produced (made)

= how many are British?

Task: Conclude: how different would your life be if you could only eat food from Britain and products
created In Britain. Is it fair that the poorest of people in the world in the poorest of conditions, make
these nice products tor us for very little or no money?
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Unit 1: Philosophy of religion
Why did Descartes doubt everything?

©000000@000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000008000000CC000000000000000000006

How did Descartes think we can know what is true?

Are our senses deceiving us? :

Think of something that you know is definitely true. How can you be
certain? This was the question that troubled the 17th-century Christian
philosopher, René Descartes. How can we be sure that anything that we
think is real and true actually js real and true and not an illusion?

To solve this problem, Descartes decided that he would doubt everything
that he believed; he would then see whether there was anything left at
the end that he could know for certain. If he could not be 100 per cent
certain about a belief, it would fail his test. Descartes decided that he

- could not trust his senses to tell him what is true because sometimes our
senses give us false information. For example, when a drinking straw is
put in water it looks bent, but this is not really the case. Sometimes we
also think we have seen or heard something, but haven't. Therefore,
Descartes ruled out the possibility of knowing anything for certain through
empiricism (senses).

French philosopher René
Descartes (1596-1650)

Are our minds being tricked?

Descartes also ruled out knowing anything for certain through rationalism
(reason), for example mathematical truths such as 2 + 2 = 4. He thought
that he could not prove that there is not an evil demon tricking us into
thinking 2 + 2 = 4 every time we do the sum when actually 2 + 2 = 5!
Descartes was troubled by the fact that everything his mind thought was
real and true could be an illusion ~ he could be nothing more than a mind
trapped in an evil demon’s laboratory. If this were the case, Descartes
wondered, what one thing could the demon not trick his mind about?

Descartes realised that the demon would not be able to trick his mind into
thinking it existed if it did not. In order‘for the demon to trick his mind, he
would have to have a mind. He summed up this idea by wi
best-known lines in all of philosophy: ‘I think; therefore | am.

The first certainty

Descartes thought that the fact he could doubt his own existence meant
he must exist. He did not think this proved he had a body; the demon
could be tricking him into thinking he had a body. However, he must have
a thinking mind; otherwise there would be nothing for the demon to trick.

Descartes did not think that this could prove that anybody else existed:
these could still be illusions. It wouldn’t work for him to say, “You think;
therefore you are’ or ‘We think; therefore we are’, but he could be certain
of his own existence: This is sometimes called the first certainty and is
often written in Latin, cogito ergo sum.

Is the idea of God Hmﬁoomm on our minds?

Although Descartes had managed to find one thing-of which
he could be certain, he wasn't satisfied with stopping there.

In order to add further certainties, Descartes claimed that the I'think, therefore  *.The _anmﬁommoa
idea of God is imprinted on our minds: in other words, people _msm_: mﬁsmﬂ Is mpm .mn.
are born with an understanding of God. This is known as the Mﬁnv.m ﬁw M _mm - mﬁ_wﬂ_:v\:ﬂh '
trademark argument. Descartes thought that we have an .ﬁ”,. nay m:hg 2 R
inbuilt knowledge that God is ‘the sum of all perfections’. bt mmm < (the SR

By this, Descartes meant that God possesses every perfect fribe :m_mg

characteristic — for example, God is completely loving, powerful + «

and wise. Descartes also thought that in order for God to God s the ‘sum

be perfect, he must exist. This is because things that exist in I will'doubt- - “of all perfections’. -
reality are better than things that only exist in our minds. For mamo_cﬂ.m._x : o «
example, having one million pounds is better than the idea of m<m&:_:m. ,._.w,..,mm.a. s perfect,

having one million pounds. Existence is a perfection, so if God

. . he must exist.
is the ‘sum of all perfections’, then he must exist. . «
The existence of a nmlma. God was §uonm3 for Descartes Aipbitect god
because he thought that if a umamﬂ God exists, God would wisiild rit
not let his senses and mind be deceived. Therefore, Descartes Sllow. Us o
concluded that he could trust that his mind and senses were be decelved.

giving him accurate knowledge about the world most of

Therefore, we
the time. ¢

can generally

; Descartestthought trust our reason
Was Descartes right? " Jeumey and experience
Many people would disagree with Descartes that all humans ta be accurate.
are born with the idea of God imprinted on their minds. If
everybody were born knowing what God is, then everybody ]
would believe in the same God. However, through history, Key <onmcc_mﬂ<

people have had very different ideas about what God is like.
They have also disagreed about whether there is one god,
many gods or no gods at all.

first certainty 'l think;
therefore | am’:
Descartes’ realisation

Secondly, many people would question Descartes’ claim that that the fact he thinks
things that exist in reality are better than things that exist in shows that his mind
the imagination. For example, sometimes the idea of eating a must exist

delicious food can be better than actually eating it. trademark

argument Descartes’

argument that humans
are born with the idea

of God imprinted on

Furthermore, Descartes argues that God exists because in order
for God to be perfect, God must exist. However, he does not
begin by proving that there is a perfect god; he simply states
that this is the case because he has been born with the idea of

a perfect god imprinted on his mind.

their minds
Check your understanding (lozd + anseed
@ Why did Descartes decide to doubt everything?
@ Why did Descartes initially rule out knowing things through empiricism and rationalism?
) @ What did Descartes mean by the phrase, ‘I think; therefore | am'?
e How did Descartes think that the idea of God made it possible to know things for certain?
®<<_:< might Descartes’ view be criticised?

Topic 1.2: Why did Descartes doubt everything?
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Unit 1: Philosophy of religion IHas anybody seen God?

m m Q o m m a .mnd —.Qow Mmoamzamm people say that the only thing that would make them believe
lin God is if they saw him. Christians believe that, 2000 years ago, people
=~10a lnvolved in S et s ving in the Middle East did see God because he came to Earth in the
Iperson of Jesus and lived among them. His life is written about in four
ibooks found in the Bible called the Gospels.

0080 ©9000000N0000000000000000000000000000000000000C0000000000000000000000000000000000000

Do religious experiences provide evidence that God exists?

Hume’s criticism of i}
miracles The Four Gospels
The Gospels are the first four books of the New Testament. They
describe the life and teachings of Jesus and are named after the four
men traditionally thought to have written them: Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. In the Gospels, Jesus speaks and acts as if he was
God; for example, he forgives people for their sins, talks about what
heaven is like and performs over 35 miracles, such as turning water

Do people experience Ged?

One reason people might believe in a god or higher power is because they
believe they have experienced something supernatural. For example, they
might claim that they have seen an angel, that God has spoken to them or
that they have experienced a miracle, such as being healed of an illness.
These experiences can cause a person to believe in God or strengthen their

The philosopher David
Hume was very critical

of belief in miracles. He
thought that people are
naturally fascinated by
things that seem unusual

SXSHNg relifiots belief: and bizarre, and as they to wine, walking on water, healing ill people and coming back to ]
However, religious experiences do not provide such convincing evidence pass these things on, 1 life after he is killed. In H.:m books in the Bible that come after the in the Gaspel of Matthew, Jesus is said
for those who have not had the experience. They are required to trust they exaggerate. He 4 Gospels, the authors claim that Jesus was God on Earth. to have walked on water.
that the person claiming to have had a religious experience is not lying thought that people &
for some reason — for example, to achieve fame, earn money or persuade should only believe in lIMost historians agree that a man named Jesus lived and that he
others that their religion is true. Even if someone believes that they are a miracle if it was more MM was killed on a cross. However, there is much disagreement about
telling the truth about their experience, it is possible that they have remarkable or surprising : \whether the Gospels are a reliable source of information. They were
misinterpreted what happened. This might be especially likely when they that the miracle hadnt  :ilwritten approximately 1900 years ago, and we do not have any certain
are tired, grieving, fasting or under the influence of drugs. happened than if it information about their authors. It is possible that, after Jesus’ death,

had happened. He people exaggerated what he had said and done in order to persuade
Dees God answer prayers? : also claimed that, in Hothers that he was God. Therefore, many people would say that there is
Another reason people might believe in God is that they feel a sense of all of human history, linot strong enough evidence to believe that Jesus was God on Earth.
God’s closeness or presence when they pray. They may also believe that there-is no example < s ; : :
some of their prayers have been answered. However, others would argue of a miracle that was Christians B_@Z ﬂmmno:.a by Seylig that they

have experienced Jesus in their life, perhaps

many prayers appear not to be answered. It would seem random for some witnessed by enough
prayers to be answered while others are not. Doubters would say that it is sensible, educated
more likely to be just a coincidence when prayers appear to be answered. people to believe it

, In response, a religious person might argue that there could be good really happened.

reasons why God would not answer some prayers. Some prayers might be
selfish or logically impossible to answer. For example, if two people prayed
for their team to win a football match, it would not be possible for God to
grant both requests. God's plan might be different from what people want
and he might be doing what is best for people by not giving them what

through prayer, a miracle or having a
sense of him. They might argue that
the brilliance of his teachings recorded
ilin the Gospels shows that he was not
just an ordinary person. Furthermore,
Jesus is arguably the most influential
person ever to have lived, with nearly
one in three people in the world today
following the religion that worships him

. Key vacabulary

Gospels The first four
books of the New
Testament in the Bible,
which describe the life
and teachings of Jesus

miracle Anevent that
cannot be explained
naturally and so is seen

e

they ask for. {i— Christianity. A Christian might argue that as an act of a god
- #itis unlikely that so many people canbe . oo i i
guably the most influential or gods
Some people argue that claiming fl completely wrong. person ever to have lived. . g

that we cannot understand

why God acts in the way that
he does is making an excuse

for God rather than providing a
good reason. Others argue that
it is reasonable to think that
some things, such as the activity
of God, are beyond human
understanding.

Check your understanding

m.aw.mxu_m_: why David Hume was critical of belief in miracles.

@.Uo you think religious experiences provide convincing evidence that God exists?

@..,,<<:< might a Christian argue that Jesus was God?
m 9<<:< might it be argued that Jesus does not provide strong evidence for God's existence?
© 'Unanswered prayers show that God probably does not exist.’ Discuss.

Prayer is an important part of many religions.

14 Unit 1: Philosophy of religion Topic 1.4: Is God involved in the world? . 15
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Unit 1: TT__.OmOU—._< of ﬂm:@mos {In response, religious philosophers argue that it is possible for there to
{ be a good reason why an omnibenevolent god woyld allow evil and

H @ { suffering. It could be to test and strengthen people’s belief in God, to help
@O@W #Tm mnmm O.ﬂ @QQ BN—AQ mmﬁmm ° ﬁmsm: character grow or because to stop suffering would require God to
_::..::..§.....:_,.:..::...........:32..2.......Z2:.....:::::........:.Z..:....:L5_6 away our free will, which would be unloving. Perhaps a world where

humans are free, but can choose to do evil is the best possible world.

Is it possible for God to be completely powerful, 1 This is because a EA_UM_N where ﬂoﬂmw ma.oum had m%:ﬂ mwoa 3Mc
o I bad intentions would be a world where neither good nor evil would be ]
knowiadgeabls znd fndng: : | possible. It would simply be a bland, neutral world where no action had Key vocabulary
o ) i T 1l any meaning. - . .

The paradox of omnipotence i Y - . %ouzﬂ.mﬂﬁ% g Hj.m
Some people say that it is impassible for an omnipotent god to For some umou_mQ the problem of evil is enough to convince them that M_ms\ a w Qnmzqm :
exist Umnm&m ok:_ otence mmum:o ical. This is owm% illustrated by the G s nat Rt OGRS AU that the enly way e el knaw why in mnn.ma.,n_m Pguage,
ot _ P gical. v an omriipotent, omnibenevolent god would allow evil is if we knew what n wow_ e ,m:mcﬂum.m d
ollowing example: omnipotent, omnibenevolent gods usually do, or if we were this god. As m:zwﬁ Y mmwggm what &o

néither. of these is possible, the reason why God allows evil and suffering

Q: Can God create a rock that free will The ability to

is too heavy for him to ift? _,mzuﬁm%m mm HVMH_W. U%Mao“w _m:mg__q to know the reason does not mean W
\ / tha er 9 . and wrong
A: Yes. This means he is.not omnipotent A: No. This means he is not omnipotent because” | However, some people would say that defending God by saying he i omnibenevolent All-
because there is something he cannot lift. there is something he cannot create. - {1 @ mystery is an unsatisfactory way of resolving the problem of evil. loving
: In response, it could be argued that the view we should be able to omnipotent All-powerful
Some people argue that God cannot create a rock too heavy for him to e o ::.%_,nm:a mm_:m_:;mmm% d <<_\w: :Mwm.:ms%.:_.m_ mn:ﬂ_< c:_‘mmm%ﬂmzm. M..:_m omniscient All-knowing
e -centu .

[ift, but this is not because God is not omnipotent; it is because the idea nﬂ:ﬂ_\wwﬁﬂm%ﬂ w\,ﬂm - wp :wﬂw N_,_“_ ncrm_%wﬁow‘azmﬂw o”__mmﬂw NS problem of evii The
of a rock that God cannot lift is illogical, in the same way that God cannot il have si Y v und <ﬁ d y un ted id \wm q argument that evil and
create a square triangle, achieve 11/10 in a test or create a dog that is WISIng; You' have SImply UNCRELADSYOUr gl Iniented Idea o0, suffering shows that an
also a fish. Others argue that God is not limited by logic in the way that B i m AN BT, 1T b God Vi h i MMMWMMMGN_Mﬂ:_%mR.
humans are. If there are things that God cannot do, then he cannot be Sigraspec.im, it is not God you have mﬁmmw%am:m e ri——— g
omnipotent because there is something more powerful than him. Others 3 g 3 Z T .
argue that omnipotent means being the most powerful being in the The question of szﬂwﬂ m_ﬁ d:
universe, but not being able to do anything. moﬂ%ﬂ.ﬂﬂwm@ﬂ% oeal- 1 Watch your language

‘paradox of omnipotence’. . . . . 5
P P Some philosophers argue that the problems described above arise because our language is too limited

to express the essence of God. There is nothing that we can say that accurately expresses what God
is like. Therefore, some Christians think that they should only talk about what God is not, rather
than what he is. This is known as apophatic theology. For example, they would say that God is not
bad and not weak, but neither is he good or powerful, because this limits God to ideas of good and
powerful that we use to describe imperfect things in the world.

Can God be omniscient if humans are free?

Some people also argue that God cannot be omniscient if
humans have free will. This is because if God knows with
absolute certainty what we are going to do in the future,
then there is nothing that we can do to change what is going
to happen. For example, if God knows for certain that you
are going to tell a lie tomorrow, then'it is already fixed that
you will do this and you cannot not do it. If we do not have
free will, it seems unfair for God to judge us for our actions
because we are not able to choose to do otherwise. Others
argue that it is possible for God to know what we will freely

Some would go as far as saying ‘God is nothing’. They do not mean that God is not real, but that there
is literally no ‘thing’ in the universe that can be used to describe God because he is completely different
from eéverything that exists. He is in a category of his own and is not describable or even fully knowable
] by human senses or reason.

o

choose to do without in any way controlling it. ncﬂm:_mm,nw ﬂmmnz:m\ is it possible for ,, n_._mnx your.understanding r\ﬁ)bw@_ = R
Why doesn't God stop suffering? @ Explain two ways that a religious person might understand omnipotence. QInginRy
Many people argue that if God was truly omnibenevolent and ‘2o you think it is possible for humans to have free will if there is an omniscient god?

omnipotent, then there would be no suffering in the world. The m;Qémxu_ two ways that a religious person might defend God against the problem of evil.

suffering caused both by natural disasters and disease as well as human 5 9 xplain why some people believe in apophatic theology.

actions show that there is no God - or at least not an omnibenevolent, . . @ THe'idea of God does not make sense.” Discuss.

omnipotent and omniscient one. This is known as the problem of evil. S,

22 Unit 1: Philosophy of religion Topic 1.8: Does the idea of God make sense? 23
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Unit 2: Ethics

m_mo% gave another example to demonstrate this point. Imagine you are

_.,ﬂm surgeon. You have five patients who are all going to die if they do not

H H | i transplant that day. Two of the patients need one lung each,
<<:m.” m:cc _Q Em QQ <<_.m—.- ."—Jm —n: §m§m< .nw-m _s.wﬁtﬁm,\nw_mmwa mmmm%:m< each and the other patient needs a heart. A healthy
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Why did Philippa Foot think morality should not be based on
the consequences of an action?

Philippa Foot's runaway train
thought experiment

Imagine you are standing on a railway
bridge. Beneath you are five workers
repairing the railway track. Either side of the
track are slopes that are too steep and high
to climb. Coming around the corner is a
runaway train without a driver. It is hurtling
towards the workers and they are certain

to die. Next to you is a lever. If you pull the
lever, it will cause the train to divert onto a
separate track and the five people will be
saved. However, there is one worker on the
separate track who will be killed if you divert
the train. You have two options and seconds
to decide. Should you pull the lever?

This is what is known as a thought experiment and was first created in
1967 by an English philosopher called Philippa Foot.

An absolutist might think that to actively do something that will kili one
person is worse than not interfering and letting five people die. Therefore,
they'would say the right thing to do is to stand back and do nothing.
However, most people would pull the lever and divert the train because
they think it is better for one person to be killed than five.

Should you kill the heavy man?

Imagine you are on the railway bridge again. This time, there is a heavy
man standing next to you. If you push him onto the tracks, it will cause
the train to stop before it reaches the five people. However, it will cause
the heavy man to die. Should you throw the heavy man off the bridge?
If not, how is g the heavy man to save five people any different to
pulling a lever to redirect the train and save five people?

Is our morality consistent?

Philippa Foot created the runaway train thought experiment because she
wanted to explore why people think it is right to kill 2 person to save
others in some situations, but not in others. In her view, the thought
experiment showed that the consequences of an action cannot be all that
determines whether an action is right or wrong. Therefore, ethical theories
such as utilitarianism are flawed.

Philippa Foot devised the original version of the train problem.

young man walks into the hospital with all five things that are needed.

f you chop him open and take out his organs, the other five people will

be saved, but the young man will die. You ask the man if he is willing for

Uthis to happen, but he says he is not. Should you kill the healthy young

man anyway to save the five people? Most people would think it wrong

,.*oljm doctor to ignore the young man’s request and kill him to take his

“Jorgans. However, Foot wondered why we view this differently to

“Aone person on the train tracks in order to save five others.

\.M Foot.gave a further example. Imagine you are a judge. An unknown .
person has committed a crime. Rioters have taken five innocent people .
.:.o\mm.mmm. They are going to kill the five hostages unless you hold a trial and

AA someone is executed for the crime. You only have two options. Should
& you et the rioters kil the five hostages, or should you accuse an innocent
B nerson of the crime and sentence them to death in order to save the five
=41 Hostages? Again, most people think that it would be wrong for the judge

to sentence an innocent person to death, but this seems inconsistent with
i1 willingness to pull a lever to kill one worker on the train tracks.

The ethics of programming driverless cars

The ethical questions raised by the runaway train are similar to those
facing people who programme decisions into driverless cars. For
example, if a driverless car’s brakes fail forcing it to crash into an
equal number of people whichever way it turns, how should it choose
which way to crash? Should
humans be prioritised over
animals? Children over adults?
Pedestrians over passengers?
Furthermore, who is responsible
for any of those deaths?
Perhaps most importantly,

who should have the power to
choose the decisions that are
programmed into the car?

 Think

Would you pull the
lever? Would you change
your mind if one of the
workers was a friend or
relative? How would you
justify your decision?

Key vocabhulary

thought experiment

i Animaginary scenario
invented to examine
the consequences of a
philosophical idea

The invention of driverless cars raises many
ethical questions. |

mmmwéocﬂ c.mn.m_.mﬁm:&:m
ach'of the runaway train scenarios, what do you think the person on the railway bridge should
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do and why?

Do you:think pulling the lever is less wrong than the doctor or judge killing one person?
z.&w@u_mi why.

mm.o:_< thing to consider when making ethical decisions is the number of people
affe
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GOING THE EXTRA MILE (all optional)

Here are some suggested books to help develop your thinking skills:

The Pig That Wants To Be Eaten by Julian Baggini

50 Philosophy Ideas You Really Need to Know by Ben Dupre and Laurence Kennedy

Think: A Compelling Introduction to Philosophy by Simon Blackburn

The Blind Watchmaker by Richard Dawkins

The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins

These suggestions are only a few of the very many available, so don't worry it you can't get hold of these
specific titles.

Here are some suggested online resources:

The Philosophy Man [www.thephilosophyman.com]

This website gives you lots of different ideas to think about. Some are for younger children but you could
try the 'brain squeezers'. These are good if you don't have too much time, or It you're finding it difficult to
settle to anything concentrated.

The Philosophers Magazine [www.philosophersmag.com]

Try the games on this website and read the commentaries that go with them. Lots to think about!
Peped [peped.org]

This website has a lot of good resources that you might use once you start your A Level course; you could
dip in and start exploring some of the ideas you will meet next year.

Some things to watch and think about:
All kinds of films and series have philosophical and religious ideas in them, so follow your own interests!
You could try these, or choose something else, but try and use them as a stimulus tor thinking and writing,
rather than just sitting in front of them:

» The Good Place

» The Matrix

» Unorthodox

» Twelve Angry Men

TED Talks — these are usually wonderful, with plenty to stimulate your questioning and reasoning skills.
Some favourites:

Elizabeth Loftus: How reliable is your memory?

https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth loftus how reliable is your memory

Dan Gilbert: Why we make bad decisions

https://www.ted.com/talks/dan gilbert why we make bad decisions

Richard Dawkins: Militant atheism

https://www.ted.com/talks/richard dawkins militant atheism

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: We should all be feminists
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda ngozi adichie we should all be feminists
Damon Horowitz: Philosophy in prison

https://www.ted.com/talks/damon horowitz philosophy in prison

There are loads of talks on TED so use the search engine find topics interest you.

Practise note-taking; write notes as you listen, just you would if you were listening to a real-life lecture,
and practise the skill of jotting down key points at speed.

Ask yourself questions when you get end:

- What were the speaker's key messages?

= Do you agree with the speaker?

= What might someone who disagreed say, and what might their reasons be?



How it links to the Specification / Skills:

= |ntroduction task: prepares you for September

= Tasks 1-2 link to the Philosophy of Religion (and reading)

= Task 3 links to all 3 disciplines

= Task 4-6 links to Theology (and reading)

= Task 7-9 links to Ethics (and reading)

Reading tasks are from a Key Stage 3 / 4 book — they provide a basic understanding for you.

Additional Information:

The worksheets you will need for Christianity is at the back of the pack, make sure you answer them in full
sentences.

The other work needs to be completed on A4-A3 paper by hand and/or typed up on computer and needs
to go into your folder. Therefore, anything on the computer needs to printed out.

We will expect to see the course folder in your first lesson {with dividers)

Any questions with this work: jones.h@myton.co.uk

Deadline:

The first lesson of RE with Miss Jones in September



