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MAKE SURE YOUR REVISION COUNTS!

Make sure you DO something.

DON’T JUST SIT DOWN AND READ 
YOUR NOTES!









How to construct a Revision Timetable
• Before we begin, here are a few things you need to work out 

first……………….
• How many subjects do you have to study for? _____________
• ______________
• ______________
• ______________

• Are there any subjects you feel you might need to spend a bit 
more time on during revision? For example, are there any that you 
didn’t do quite so well on in your mocks, or subjects that you are 
intending to study at A-level and need to do a bit more work on?



Have a life!

• Do you have any commitments during the week that are going to make revision 
difficult on some days? For example, if you play football, when do you play and 
for how long?

• Sunday: ____________________
• Monday: ____________________
• Tuesday: ____________________
• Wednesday: _________________
• Thursday: ___________________
• Friday: _____________________
• Saturday: ___________________



The environment for revision
• Ensure there is good light
• Put your phone on silent (or a 

different room for those that find it 
harder to separate themselves)

• Schedule a break
• Do not revise in front of the TV
• Music should be at a low volume 

and not music that distracts your
• Keep a bottle of water and / or 

snacks nearby



Revision – what not to do…

•Don’t expect the knowledge to 
magically appear in your head.

•Don’t pretend to revise, it 
doesn’t help.

•Don’t think you can leave it to 
the night before the exam, it 
won’t work.



Active Revision



What do you need to know?

Use resources to help you know what to revise:

Your exercise book
Learning journeys
Topic overviews
End points
Key words



Other resources

• Exam Specifications
• Past papers
• Revision guides



Revision Notes
• Revise ‘bite-size’ chunks
• Read things through and ask yourself  

‘do in understand this’?
• Pick out key words and phrases, 

important questions, tables, graphs 
formulas

• Next write them out neatly
• Use your own words
• Make them interesting with coloured 

boxes, circles, pictures abbreviations





Improving Memory

1) Try to understand the information first
2) Recall the information but testing 

yourself regularly and getting others to 
test you

3) Play around and create memory hooks –
pictures / rhymes/memes/stories

4) Get your senses involved – uses your 
eyes, hands, ears and hands – be active

5) Take bite sized chunks of information.



“If this is the answer, what is the question?”

• Similar to cue cards, but a chance to be more creative. 



“Post-it Planning”

• Plan an essay response in one minute on a post-it note. 



Revision Cubes

• A more interactive version of cue cards.
• Opposite faces of the cube act as either side of the cue card, but 

using them like a dice introduces more of a random element to it.  



“A-Z”

• For a specific topic, write an associated word or phrase that 
begins with each letter of the alphabet. 



A different take on Mindmaps

• Write down (approx) ten 
words associated with a topic 
spaced out on a page. 

• Draw lines which connect 
these concepts/ideas 
together – this should look a 
mess by the end! 

• Label these lines to explain 
the link and connection. 







“Just a minute”

• Time yourself and speak unplanned on one topic for one 
minute (no more; no less). 

• Done collaboratively, this can be highly effective. 



Venn Diagrams

• Draw two or more 
overlapping circles 
to explore 
similarities and 
differences. 



Look, Cover, Write, Check

• Write your own questions and 
then get someone to test you.

• Work with someone else –
teach each other.

• Learn the keywords and their 
definitions.



“Label it”

• Choose an image related to a topic and label it in as much 
detail as possible. 



“Be the examiner”

• Choose a passage/extract/source/concept relevant to your 
topic and write a series of questions for others to answer. 



“Pun songs”

• Using the rhythm and structure of a popular song, rewrite 
the lyrics to explain a topic. 



Phone screen revision

• Pick a key 
quotation/idea/formula/conce
pt from a topic you are 
struggling with and make it 
your wallpaper for a day. 

• This is largely learning by 
osmosis, but could be powerful 
because of how many times 
students look at their phones 
in an average day. 



“Knowledge Vomit”

• Give yourself ten minutes to write down everything and anything you 
know about a particular topic. It can be as structured or unstructured 
as you like. 



Revision Clocks
• Draw a clock and 

extend the lines out to 
the edge of the page

• Decide on 12 aspects of 
a topic

• Spend 5 minutes filling 
in each section. 



Revision Mats

• A more visual friendly version of a revision guide. 
• Some of these are available on PixL for us to use as a starting point. 



“Top Trumps”

• Create Top Trumps cards for a topic of your choice. 



“Connectives”

• While working in a group, state a fact about a topic. 
• The next person has to use a connective and then build upon what 

has been said or state a new fact. 



Memory Challenges

• Infographic/Learning Wall
• Create a poster with no words – just relevant images –

can you explain each image?
• Create learning walls with post-its, pictures and quotes.

• ‘What was on the tray?’
• ‘Read information; write down what you remember – see 

what you missed – read it again – write down all that you 
remember – if you remembered more, reward yourself 
with a break.



Other Creative Strategies

• Create video casts/podcasts if  you have use  
ipods/ipads.

• Acronyms and Mnemonics 
• For difficult words/concepts, perhaps also using 

rhymes and rap.  Key words can be collated and 
turned into a bookmark.



Top tips for parents:

1) Take an interest
2) Praise them when doing well
3) Reflect on previous achievements
4) Talk about target grades
5) Talk about next steps beyond GCSE’s
6) Remind them of June – the end of the exams and the summer!
7) Help set up the environment
8) Support with quiet – phone down time and no tv
9) Encourage activities as breaks
10) Expect mood swings!
11) Encourage good sleep routines 



Key Dates

Year 11 Data A – report home Mid October
Year 11 Mock Exams – 18th November (1 and ½ weeks)
Y11 Photography Mock Exams – 28th and 29th November
Y11 MFL speaking Mock Exams – 2 – 6th December
Y11 GCSE PE moderation – 4th December
Y11 Art Mock Exam – 10th and 11th December
Y11 textiles Mock Exam – 12th December



Further Support

Mrs Curtis – Deputy Headteacher (Quality of Education)
Mrs Walker – Assistant Headteacher (Teaching, learning and 
assessment)
Mrs Bird – Head of Year 11
Mrs Barritt – Year 11 Pastoral leader
Form tutors
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